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SPOTLIGHT ON DIESEL TECH & POWER SYSTEMS 

   
The Sollers Point Technical High School Diesel Tech and Power Systems Course is 
designed to complement and support the development of skills and knowledge in the 
areas of Diesel Engines, Suspension & Steering, Brakes, Electrical/Electronic Sys-
tems, and Preventive Maintenance in order to aid students in mastering the skills nec-
essary to meet industry standard assessments. “ NATEF” and “ASE” 

The program prepares students for further education and careers in the transportation 
equipment and medium/heavy truck industry.  Upon completion of this program stu-
dents will have the opportunity to take all four Diesel Student ASE Technician exams.   

Individual and group hands-on problem solving activities are a central element of the 
course. 

Students are encouraged to join and are able to compete in Skills USA competitions. 
This year we have one 
student, Matthew Wyatt, 
(See page 2 for the Stu-
dent Spotlight on Mat-
thew Wyatt) who com-
peted in the Regional 
Skills USA competition 
and placed 4th which 
qualifies him to com-
pete in the MD State 
Skills USA competition 
scheduled on April 29th.   

The mission of our Ca-
reer and Technology 
training is to foster the 
abilities of the individual 
student to possess 
strategies and 
knowledge that will pro-
pel them into the work 
force with the skills and 
abilities they will need 
to succeed.  

Sollers Point Technical High School             April 2017 

Diesel Tech Program Instructor, 

David Tate 

https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=ZCDqpJbW7tKR7MJjbVcrH1TyGi1XjKyUZxONtLUhlVFq9u4HasvTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsollerspoinths.bcps.org


 

Upcoming 
Events 
 
March 31, 2017  
Third Marking Period 
Ends 
 

School  
Closings  
 
Spring Break  April8-17 
 

Upcoming 

School Coun-

seling Dates 

CCBC Accuplacer Test-

ing: Thursday, April 20 

National Technical Hon-

or Society Induction: 

Thursday, April 20 

Senior Scholarship Ap-

plication Deadline: Fri-

day, April 21 

Senior Awards Ceremo-

ny Rehearsal: Tuesday, 

May 16 

Senior Awards Ceremo-

ny: Thursday, May 25  

 

Upcoming 
Magnet Infor-
mation 
 
New Student Orienta-

tion  will take place in 

June. 

 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT—In Diesel Tech and Power 
Systems  

“If you can find what you like at an early age, stick with it and pursue your dream. 
Don’t let anyone tell you you can’t be something you love.” 

These are the words of Matthew Wyatt, a sophomore in the Sollers Tech Diesel Tech 
and Power Systems program. For as long as he can remember, Matt reports loving to 
take things apart; however, he became specifically interested in the Sollers Point die-
sel program in the 8th grade. “The diesel program at Sollers has shown me that as a 
student, you’re always learning. Mr. Tate, my instructor teaches me a lot of things, but 
he’s open to having me show him things too.”  Matt says the real standouts of Sollers 
for him are that the education is free and that Mr. Tate really breaks down the learning 
for the diesel students so that they can understand the learning. 

Matt’s future goals are to graduate from Sollers and to get a job working with the 
BCPS transportation department on diesel busses. Matt learned about the opportunity 
to work for BCPS through the March 22nd Career Fair at Sollers which was organized 
by Bill Plantholt and Bryan Harris. Matt would like to eventually work on higher-
performance engines such as NASCAR, but he says his real inspiration is the show 
Diesel Brothers, and he’d like nothing more than to build an extravagant truck and to 
donate it to raise money for charity.  

Thanks to Matt for appreciating his program and making his Sollers family proud of his 
dedication and commitment to his dream.  



Principal’s Message 

LEVEL ONE Certifications 

Welcome to the April edition of our school newsletter.  We have com-
pleted three quarters of instruction and look forward to a highly suc-
cessful 4th quarter of teaching, learning, and student achievement.   
 
Congratulations to our Skills USA and MESA students. Our MESA team 
from Mr. Olson’s engineering program competed at UMBC on March 
22nd in the Prosthetic Arm and Robotic Battle Ball.  Both teams placed 
second in the competition. 
 

Students from our Allied Health, Baking & Pastry, Biomedical Science, Diesel Engine, 
and IT-Networking programs will compete in state-level Skills USA competitions on 
Saturday, April 29th. Events will be held at multiple locations across the state.  For 
more information visit this website - http://mdskillsusa.org/
documents/2017_updates/locations.pdf 
 
Congratulations to Charlee Sheidy from our Level II Diesel Engine and Power Sys-
tems program.  Charlee is running unopposed for a State Skills USA officer appoint-
ment.  Charlee will give a speech on Friday, April 28th at the Maritime Institute in 

Anne Arundel County prior to her appointment. 
 
(continued on next page) 

Diesel Tech 

and Power 

Systems Stu-

dents Earn 

Certifications 

http://mdskillsusa.org/documents/2017_updates/locations.pdf
http://mdskillsusa.org/documents/2017_updates/locations.pdf


 

Principal’s Message, cont’d 

 
Congratulations to Mr. Brian Walker.  Brian was named BCPS/ESPBC Para educator of Year 
on Tuesday, March 28th.  Brian currently works in our mathematics classrooms providing 
support to all students.  Sollers Point is very lucky to have such wonderful support person-
nel in our rooms.   
 
Congratulations to Chef Jeffrey Smith.  Chef Smith was named 2017 MD ProStart Culinary 
Arts Teacher of the Year on Friday, March 24th.  Chef will move on to compete for National 
Culinary Arts Teacher of the Year in May. 
 
 
Baltimore County will host the 5

th
 annual SAT day on Wednesday, April 5, 2017.  All 

Grade 11 students in Baltimore County Public Schools will take the SATs for free 
during “SAT Day," aimed at promoting college readiness. Superintendent Dr. S. Dal-
las Dance said. “Many of our students would like to take the SAT yet can’t afford the 
test fee or can’t make it to the weekend test time. Regardless of whether students 
decide to go to college, enter the military or begin careers, offering free SAT testing 
during the school day gives them more options for their future." SAT results are automatically sent free of charge 
to up to four colleges or universities of the test taker’s choice, thereby beginning a relationship between the stu-
dent and the institutions. Scores are also sent to students’ high schools, where they can be used to offer tailored 
college counseling and instruction. All Sollers Point Tech 11

th
 grade students will take the SAT at their respective 

home school on April 5
th
.  Sollers Point will not conduct classes for 11

th
 grade students on April 5

th
.  For more in-

formation on the SAT - https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test. 

 
 
Sollers Point Technical High will conduct a National Technical Honor Society induction ceremony for select 11th and 12th 
grade students on Thursday, April 20, 2017 beginning at 7 p.m. in the auditorium.  NTHS honors the achievements of top 
CTE students, provides scholarships to encourage the pursuit of higher education, and cultivates excellence in today’s high-
ly competitive, skilled workforce.  
 
Congratulations to all of our junior and seniors who have achieved an industry certification or license credential.  Our May 
and June newsletters will recognize every student who has achieved a certification!    
 
Finally, Sollers Point Tech is proud to announce that we have 230 new students entering our building for 9th or 10th grade 
next year.  We look forward to officially welcoming all new students in June.  These students will be participating in either 
our 9th grade Tech Prep program or one of the CTE magnet programs listed below: 
 

Automotive Technology        Cosmetology       
Academy of Health Professions      Computer Science 
Baking and Pastry          Culinary Arts 
Building and Construction        Diesel Engine & Power Systems 
Biomedical Science (PLTW)       Information Technology – Networking/Cyber Security 
 

 
GO STALLIONS! 

 
Michael L. Weglein, Principal 
 
 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test


 

Counseling Corner  

Let the beautiful weather    you back to a happier place. If you have been feeling the winter 

blues, research suggests that the longer days and more hours of sunlight can help pull you out of that 

bad mood. Sunlight increases your vitamin D, serotonin, and melatonin 

levels which can all have a positive effect on your mood. With the in-

crease of sunlight and nicer weather, people are more likely to get out 

and start exercising. Research proves that there are both psychological 

and physical benefits to exercising regularly. Exercise tends to have a 

positive impact on self-esteem, stress, and anxiety. It also causes endor-

phins to be released in your body which can result in a positive outlook 

on life as well as re-energize your mind and body. As you pick up the ex-

ercise pace, use these simple tips to help you stay focused and on track: enlist a buddy to join you on 

your workout (even a furry friend can help), change up your routine so you don’t get bored, set the 

alarm and get to it, or make a playlist to get you pumped and motivated. Whatever you decide works 

best for you, just get out and keep moving.  

Warmest regards, 

 Kandice Schroeder  
School Counselor 
Sollers Point Technical High School  
(410)887-7077 
kschroeder@bcps.org   

On Saturday, March 18th, Sollers Baking and Pastry students participated in  the 
Skills USA Regional Baking contest, hosted by Chef Cassano in the Sollers Point 
culinary kitchens. Congratulations to Angela Cassano and her Baking and Pastry 
students!  On Saturday, March 18th Sollers Point entered 
three students to the SkillsUSA Regional Baking contest and 
came away with 1st, 2nd, and 4th (alternate) place winners. 
Congratulations to: 

1st place – Kristen Sanders 

2nd place- Sabrina Angelini 

4th place (alternate)-Mariah Brown 

 

Sollers’ Baking and Pastry Literally Takes 
the Cake!!! 

mailto:kschroeder@bcps.org


 

 

The first Skills USA Car 

Show—held at Sollers 

Technical High School 

on March 25, 2017 

 

Skills USA students in the Au-

to, Diesel, Baking & Pastry 

and Culinary classes orga-

nized and held a car show as 

a fundraiser for the 14 stu-

dents competing state-wide in 

the Skills USA competition. 

There were 26 vehicles com-

peting in the show with two 

prizes won: In the truck cate-

gory, Jake Leary took “best in 

show,” and in Auto, Daniel 

Thomas won “best domestic 

car in show.” 

Attendees enjoyed cars, food 

and fantastic weather while 

raising over $700 dollars for 

competition. 



Contact Us 

Administration 

Principal  

Michael Weglein 

mweglein@bcps.org 

Assistant Principal An-

nette Hearn 

ahearn@bcps.org 

Guidance Counselor  

Taryn Grey 

tgrey@bcps.org 

Magnet Coordinator 

Elizabeth Billingslea 

ebillingslea@bcps.org 

Other Happenings at Sollers Point 
this past month: 

The ComSci 

NSA Cryptol-

ogy Museum 

field trip — 

March 21st 

with Mr. Fal-

lon and Mr. 

Plantholt 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sollers 

Point Career 

Fair—March 

22, 2017 with 

all programs 

in both the 

AM and PM 

sessions. Over 34 vendors representing BCPS, CCBC, military 

branches, private industries and salons interacted with students 

as prospective employees. 

 

 


